
2 0 1 8 - 1 9  
S C H O O L  Y E A R  

I S S U E  N O .  5  

Together Achieving Educational Success 

It is the policy of the Tyrone Area School District not to discriminate on the basis of sex, handicap, race and national origin in its educational and vocational programs, activities, or employment as required by Title IX, 
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Title IX, Section 504, and Title VI.  Please direct questions about this policy to Cathy Harlow, Superintendent of Schools, at 814.684.0710 Ext. 4123. 

 

 

15 In-Service Day 
 No classes for K-12 students 
 PreK3 & K4 In-Session 
 Daycare Open 

18 Weather Make-up Day 
 School in Session PreK3-12th  
 Daycare Open 

Mid-Year is a Great Time to Reflect 

—By Amanda Kurtz, TAES Assistant Principal 

We are 100 days smarter!  

Just this week, we celebrated the 

100th day of school.  It’s an 

excellent time to stop and reflect 

upon all of the successes we have 

had so far this year.  Our students 

at Tyrone Area Elementary 

continue to grow in their abilities as students, while 

their talents and kind hearts shine through daily! 

Thank you for your continued and ongoing 

support.  We are grateful for the parent support we get 

throughout the year.  Academically, behaviorally, and 

emotionally, the children at Tyrone Elementary rely 

upon us all to work as a team to support their success.  

Mid-year assessments have now concluded and parent-

teacher conferences are underway.    As we continue 

through the 2018-19 academic year, if you ever have 

any questions about your child’s progress or activities, 

please reach out and communicate with his/her 

teacher.  Working together, we can ensure we’re doing 

all we can every day to lift up our kids and help them 

to believe in themselves and empower them to achieve.  

Applied knowledge is power and Tyrone Elementary 

students are exceptional achievers! 

Calling All 

Scientists—
Online 

registration is 

now OPEN for 

students 

completing grades 2—8.   

 
The Appalachia Intermediate Unit 08 is 

now accepting applications for the 

summer ATOMS Recharged program, 

(formally ATOMS). To be considered for 

placement  in the program apply by 

March 20th, 2019.  Visit this site for info!   

www.iu08.org/atoms 

 

Get your 2018-19 TAES yearbook!  It’s currently $18, but the price will in-

crease to $20 in May.  Ask your child’s teacher for an order form or go to 

www.schoolannual.com.  Click on “Buy student’s yearbook”, Get started now: 

Tyrone Elementary, Tyrone PA.   

YEARBOOKS 

http://www.iu08.org/atoms
http://www.schoolannual.com


STEM for the NEW YEAR  

—submitted by the Third Grade Team 

Some of the students in third grade recently 

completed a STEM activity which focused on 

New Year’s Resolutions?  How might a STEM 

activity relate to setting goals, you ask?  Well, 

they were challenged to design a tool/device that 

would help them achieve their goals.  For 

example, if a goal was to become more 

organized, then a helpful tool might be a desk 

organizer.  The students were quite creative and 

their projects demonstrated some critical 

thinking skills in order to complete the 

challenge.   

Winter and Snow and Ice, 

Oh My! 

By Mrs. Shock and Mrs. Snider, 

Daycare-Preschool Teachers 

In January both 

classes were busy 

exploring some 

“cool” winter 

related themes.  

Aside from making 

many crafts we’ve 

also read many 

winter books and 

did some fun winter

-related games and 

learning centers.  

Mrs. Snider’s group 

really enjoyed 

exploring and 

learning about 

snow owls and 

Arctic animals; 

some favorites of 

Mrs. Shock’s class were making snow 

dough and painting snow and ice.  

Some upcoming themes are 

Penguins, Pets, and of course, 

Valentine’s Day! 

TAES PTO 
February 2019 
8th Popcorn Second Grade 

11th-14th Winter Book Fair [help needed!] 

12th PTO Meeting 3:30 Small Gym 

22nd Popcorn 1st Grade  

 

 

We want your fundraising ideas!  Come to a 

meeting, send your fundraiser ideas to our 

Facebook page/Messenger, or email us at 

taespto@gmail.com. 



First Grade Robots 
—submitted by Ms. Jamison, First Grade Teacher 

If you walk past many of the first-grade classrooms, you could quite 

possibly see some type of small robot passing by 

the door.  That would be because the students 

programmed (or coded) that robot. 

In Ms. Jamison’s classroom, students are 

using BeeBots that have been 

borrowed from the IU08 lending 

library and Ozobots to learn about 

coding.  Other first grade teachers 

have been using Dash and Dot, and 

the Code & Go Robot Mouse as well. 

The first graders are having a blast as 

they are developing essential 21st 

Century skills.  Learning to code helps students 

develop perseverance and problem-solving 

skills.  They work collaboratively with their friends 

and learn to communicate more effectively while 

they code their robots. 

In addition to all the fun and learning going on in the classrooms, first 

graders are getting coding experience in their Technology special with Mrs. 

Litzinger.   

Arctic Activities in Preschool 

—by Mrs. Hommer, PreK4 Teacher 

Preschool has been busy learning all about Arctic 

and Antarctic animals during the month of  January. 

We have learned where each polar animal lives, fun 

facts about each of  them, and taken part in some 

cool science experiments. We used Crisco to rep-

resent blubber inside of  plastic bags to feel how 

Polar Bears and other polar animals stay warm in 

the icy water! We colored penguins with wax crayons and sprayed them 

with water to show how penguins use their natural body oils and waxes 

to keep their feathers waterproof. We also turned our hallway into the 

Arctic and Antarctic and filled it with animals that we created our-

selves! Come take a look!  



Exploring Nonfiction—by Emily Oakes, Second Grade Teacher 

What do second grade students at Tyrone Elemen-

tary know a lot about?  In other words, what are their ar-

eas of expertise? These are the questions that are guiding 

the second grade nonfiction writing unit.  

In this lesson series, students are encouraged to ex-

plore topics and write lots of “little books” on anything 

they know a lot about-football, dinosaurs, hunting--in 

ways that could teach readers about a topic. Students 

study mentor texts to help them to learn to use text fea-

tures within their book. 

In our first book of the unit we wrote about a topic 

all second graders at Tyrone Elementary study, penguins. 

That way we could gain experience writing nonfiction 

with a common topic.  Writers will then branch out to 

write additional books with topics of their own choice. 

When asked about her favorite aspect of the Nonfiction 

Writing Unit so far, Lilly Lozier, who is new to the district this 

year, had this to say: “I liked learning about penguins.  

We were actually writing about something and not just what we did.” Peyton Lauder, who 

did a similar unit in first grade, commented that “I liked that we get to tell people about 

animals.  Last year I did a study with my friend about dinosaurs.  This year I wrote about 

penguins.  I learned about things that I don’t know a lot about.”  

This is our second year using a new writing curriculum at Tyrone Elementary and the 

second grade teachers can already see the difference in the knowledge of the writers. 

The hope is that each year builds off the previous year and that this helps students to be-

come stronger writers. 

MOVE YOUR WAY   
—by Ms. Husser, Penn State University student teacher with Mr. Drager, TAES Phys Ed teacher 

 

In Physical education class we teach our students the importance of getting at least 60 minutes of physical activity 

per day. Now, the question is, do adults need the same? How about older adults? Eve-

ryone should be encouraged to move more and sit less and remember that some phys-

ical activity is better than none. Physical activity benefits all genders, races, young 

children, adults, older adults and even women who are pregnant.  

 Adults should be participating in 2 hours and 30 minutes to 5 hours of moder-

ate physical activity per week. Older Adults are encouraged to participate in at least 2 

and a half hours of physical activity per week. The types of physical activity for each 

generation of people are slightly different. Older adults should focus on activities that 

help improve balance and agility and adults should work on muscular strength and 

activities that help improve their heart and lungs. Some examples of these activities include, taking walks with your family, 

running at the gym, playing games like cornhole with friends and even taking the stairs at work.  

 There are no limits on how you get active! Spend your time getting active with your family and friends. Make your 

physical activity something everyone can enjoy doing together. If you participate in games or activities that are interesting 

to most of the people involved and change them week to week or even day to day, the time spent being active will be more 

enjoyable. Don’t view physical activity as a chore, rather make the time a daily brain break and move your way! 



Kindergarteners are Busy 

--by Mrs. Smith, Kindergarten Teacher 

This month, Kindergarten students at Tyrone Elementary 

have been busy making their New Year Resolutions, get-

ting ready for mid-year testing and talking about Martin 

Luther King, Jr.  Resolutions are difficult for young chil-

dren to understand, so we read a book about a squirrel 

who was having trouble choosing his resolution.  We had 

some great ideas afterwards!  Some of our resolutions 

were to help others, learn to read, get better at math, learn 

to ride a bike, and learn to tie shoes.  We also spent time 

reviewing for mid-year assessments and are very excited 

about our progress.  Even though the ice kept us home 

from school on Martin Luther King Jr. day, it didn’t keep 

us from celebrating 

him.  We talked 

about his dreams, 

that everyone would 

be judged by the 

content of their 

character and not 

the color of their 

skin.  To demon-

strate, we broke 

open brown eggs 

and white eggs, to 

show that the insides 

were the same.  We also used plastic eggs full of character 

traits.  We sorted these into “good” character traits and 

“bad” character traits.  We now know that how people 

treat each other is much more important than how some-

one looks.  We had some great discussions! 

Engineering Design Process 

In fourth 

grade, we 

are always 

striving to 

find fun 

and en-

gaging 

activities 

to spark 

the interest 

of our 

young 

learners.  We are currently rotating 

through a series of science stations that 

will help better prepare the students for 

the science PSSA test this year.  One sta-

tion that has been of particular interest is 

a STEM/STEAM activity that has provided 

students the opportunity to recognize a 

problem and follow the engineering de-

sign process to create a weather vane.  

The students were given a scenario that 

required them to develop, create, and 

test a weather vane prototype to help 

them to predict the weather.  After the 

process was complete, the groups were 

then required to present their protypes to 

the rest of the class.  They were given the 

opportunity to describe, in detail, their 

reasoning for why they created the instru-

ment the way they did.  

—submitted by the Fourth Grade Team 
Congratulations Second Marking 
Period Box Top Contest winners! 
 

The following top collectors received gift certificates from 
local businesses. 

PreK: Madelyn Graizer-Gardner’s Candies 
KDG: Adlee Walk-Mac’s Market and Gridiron 

1st:Cooper Beck -Bake Shop Bakes 
2nd: Charlotte Murphy-Burger King 

3rd: Mitchell Smith-OIP 
4th: Phoebe Brown-Exposed Graffix 



Smart Strategies Readers Use 

Shhhhh!  Don’t tell them the word.  Say, “WUG”. 

Wait — Use your strategies — Give it another try 

This is the helping hand that students use during their guided reading group.  If 

students come across a tricky word in their story they 

are encouraged to use the strategies they have 

learned from the helping hand.   

   1. Check the picture.  A picture clue may help to figure 
 out the word. 

 

2. Get your mouth ready and look across the word.   
 Look at the first letter or letters of the word.  What sound 
 do the letters make? 

 
3. Look for Chunks in the words.  Ask the reader if they see a part of the word they 
 know. 

 
4. Go back and re-read the sentence if . . . *the word doesn’t make sense?  *the word 
 doesn’t look right?  *the word doesn’t sound right? 

 
Sometimes getting a fresh start reading a sentence is all it takes to discover the reader 
knows the word. 

 

5. Read Ahead in the sentence.  
           If you are not sure of the word then go back and reread for understanding.  
 

So when your child comes to the word they do not know, remember:  WUG 

Preschool Programs for 2019-20 School Year 

K3 and K4 Preschool Registration will be held on March 6, 7, and 

8, 2019 at the Tyrone Area Elementary School.  Registration is by 

appointment only.   

Children must turn 3 or 4 before September 1, 2019.  These 

programs are grant funded and free to families that qualify.  

Children must reside in the Tyrone Area School District. 

It is anticipated that there will be approximately 68 half day K3 

spots, 36 half day K4 spots and 37 full day K4 spots. 

Please  stop in the Elementary Main Office to pick 

up an application or call 814-684-1342 ext. 2701. 




